KENTON COUNTY CONSERVATION DISTRICT
6028 Camp Ernst Road, Burlington, Ky. 41005-9520
859-586-7903 (Phone)
or
Kenton County Independence Courthouse
Second Floor, 5272 Madison Pike - P. O. Box 647, Independence, KY 41051
1st & 3rd Friday of Each Month, 8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. or By Appointment
859-356-1019 (Phone)
E-mail: Kenton@nkcd.org
http://www.kentoncounty.org/agencies/conservation_district/index.php

In February 2010 the Kenton County Conservation District
applied for a grant from the Kentucky Heritage Land
Conservation Fund Board to purchase a little over 200 acres
of land in southern Kenton County near Morning View. We
are pleased to announce that the grant was awarded and we
have recently closed the transaction. Our plans for this
spring include issuing a news release, sponsoring a tour of
the property and holding a community meeting. We hope
you will be able to join us for the meeting and tour to
discover Kenton County’s newest natural treasure.
The Kentucky Heritage Land Conservation Fund Board
grant included funds to acquire the land as well as funds to
assist with land restoration and making the area accessible

for compatible public uses. The U. S. Fish and Wildlife
Service has also dedicated funds to the project.
The property includes several acres along the Licking River,
that could provide canoe and kayak launching access for the
public, adding another link in a waterways trail for Northern
Kentucky. The Licking River in this area provides critical
habitat for mussels, one of Kentucky’s most endangered
species.
The additional acreage provides the opportunity for hiking
and other non-consumptive recreational and educational
uses. As you know, providing a place for these pursuits is
important to the quality of life in Kenton County and can

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Natural Resources Conservation Service and Conservation
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Kenton County Conservation District purchases land
www.dnr.ky.gov/heritageland/
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help generate tourism and related
businesses for our county’s
economy while protecting an
important part of our natural
heritage.
Kentucky Heritage Land Conservation Fund Board
(KHLCFB) funds are generated through the sale of nature
license plates in Kentucky, the state portion of the unmined
minerals tax, and environmental fines. Land is acquired only
from willing sellers.

This is the first project funded by the KHLCFB in Kenton
County. We hope you will continue to support projects like
this through the purchase of nature license plates. We look
forward to working with the citizens of the county to ensure
that this part of our natural heritage is managed in accordance
with the requirements of the grant while meeting the needs of
the surrounding community.

The board’s mission is to award funding for the purchase
and preservation of selected natural areas in the
Commonwealth, to protect rare and endangered species and
migratory birds, to save threatened areas of natural
importance, and to provide natural areas for public use,
outdoor recreation and education.
Grants can be awarded to local governments, state colleges
and universities, and specified state agencies to acquire and
protect areas of natural significance. Land purchased
through the fund are protected through a conservation
easement held by the Commonwealth of Kentucky. For
more information about the KHLCFB, visit http://

Press Conference March 2011
Above: Kenton County Conservation District board chairman Marc Hult, left, and Joe
Dietz, right, with the Kentucky Heritage Land Conservation Fund Board, announced
the purchase of the 204-acre property during the press conference in March. Right:
Kenton County Conservation District board member Heather Mayfield and daughter
Josie enjoy the view from one of the ridges along St. Mary Road.

Page 2

Morning View Her-

Morning View Community Meeting - April 2011
A community meeting on Monday, April 25 at St. Matthew’s
Church in Kenton drew about 80 people who were interested
in the Kenton County Conservation District’s Kentucky
Heritage Land Conservation Fund project near Morning View.
The purpose of the meeting was to share information about the
project and gather the opinions, concerns, and ideas for future
stewardship of the former Steinhauser farm.
Some residents would like the district to provide access to the
Licking River for fishing and boat launching. Other expressed
concerns that included security, vandalism, and an increase in
littering. There was discussion about how the uses of the
property might affect the current way of life in the area and
that the property could help with current agritourism efforts.
There was interest in having the area open for hiking,
photography and educational trips for school children and
scouts. Several people said that they may not be able to use the
land, but others thought they will use the land to help educate

their children and grandchildren and to show them “a
beautiful space in our county.”
The results of a brief survey that was completed by 30 people
who attended the meeting will be posted on the Conservation
District’s web site in the near future. The district plans to host
community meetings throughout the project to better ensure
that the needs and desires of the local residents are taken into
consideration.
The next phases of the planning process will include
conducting a biological inventory and archaeological
assessment. The district is also discussing possible future
projects with several community members and organizations
including the Scripps Howard Center for Civic Engagement,
Northern Kentucky University (NKU), NKU Center for
Integrative Natural Sciences and Mathematics and the NKU
Center for Applied Ecology.

Work continues - dumps and debris removed from property
Work continues on the land acquired near Morning View
through the Kentucky Heritage Land Conservation Fund
Board. Over the past year, efforts have concentrated on
removing old farm dumps and other debris including that from
tornado damage. One of the first projects at the site took place
during Commonwealth Cleanup Week, March 21 - 25, 2011.
The Kentucky Department for Environmental Protection,
Division of Waste Management at the Florence Regional
Office chose the site for their Commonwealth Cleanup Week
project.
During the week, employees of the regional and state office
worked with volunteers to remove over 30 cubic yards of
waste and 500 tires from the property.
Rumpke Consolidated Companies, Inc. donated several
dumpsters for the project.
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Over 500 tires were removed from the property during Commonwealth
Cleanup Week in March 2011 (left), through efforts from the Kentucky Dept.
for Environmental Management. Below are, from left, David Remley, Clinton
Wilson, Michael Fant, and Bing Dickerson.

Morning View Heritage Area

Work continues In June 2011, the Conservation District cleaned up two
additional dumps, resulting in the removal of over 330 cubic
yards of waste material. Metal debris from both cleanups was
taken to a scrap dealer for recycling.
In cooperation with Kenton
County Solid Waste
Management, Kenton
County Public Works, and
CSX Railroad, an open
dump along the river was
removed later in 2011. No
dumping signs have been
posted around the property.

Two old farm dumps were
removed from the property
in June 2011 (above and
top right).
An open dump along the
river was removed in the fall
of 2011, through efforts of
the CSX railroad and
Kenton County Waste
Management and Kenton
County Public Works (right).
Public Works employees
post “no dumping” signs
(left).

A view from the highest ridge on the property, taken by Conservation District
staff member Mary Kathryn Dickerson (left).

Tom Barnes sets up a photo at Morning View in August 2011 (right).

Tom Barnes, a noted Kentucky photographer and author, visited Morning View in August 2011. He is working with the
Kentucky Heritage Land Conservation Fund Board to publish a book about the Heritage Lands in Kentucky. The book will be
published in late 2013. Mr. Barnes is an Extension Professor and Wildlife Extension Specialist with the University of Kentucky.
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2012 Brings Changes to Morning View
The property sustained some damage from the March 2012
tornadoes, and the Conservation District wants to thank their
neighbors and the many volunteers who helped remove debris
from the property.
Much of the damage was to the forest on the property. Downed
trees will be left to decompose and return to the soil. Fences
will be rebuilt in areas that need fencing to help keep the
property secure from ATV and other traffic that might damage
the land.
The historic barn on the property was damaged and work is
expected to begin in 2013 to repair and restore the barn and
other buildings.
The Conservation District devoted their time after the tornadoes
to administering a small grant program to help farmers clean up
debris on their farms. Helping get farmers back in business was
the first priority. The funds for this program came from the
Kentucky Soil Erosion and Water Quality Cost Share Program,
through the Kentucky Division of Conservation. Twenty-nine
farmers were assisted through the program.

The historic barn sustained some damage to doors and siding during the
tornadoes (above). Repairs are set to begin in 2013.
Trees downed by the March 2012 tornadoes will be left to decompose and
return to the soil (below).

In March 2013, the Kentucky Department for Environmental
Protection, Division of Waste Management at the Florence
Regional Office chose the site for their Commonwealth
Cleanup Week project. Michael Fant and staff from the
Florence Regional Office worked several days at the property
cleaning up the remaining tornado debris. Several small trailer
loads of metal and other debris were removed from the upper
ridges along St. Mary Road.
The Conservation District is grateful for all of the help from the
Division of Waste Management. We also want to thank our
neighbors, Jeff and Cathy Huffman, and Roger Wells with
Kenton County Solid Waste and the Kenton County Public
Metal and other debris clung to tree tops and was scattered over the property.
As much of the debris as possible was removed, although some still remains,
Works Department for their help with the clean-up, too.
lodged under fallen trees. The effects of the tornadoes will be seen for many
years to come.

The biological inventory and archaeological assessments,
scheduled to start in 2012 were postponed due to the tornado
damage. They were rescheduled to start in the spring of 2013.
These two studies are the next step in developing the resource
management plan for the property. The Conservation District
will be sharing those results when the work is completed.
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Morning View Heritage Area joins Today’s Heritage Farm event
First Heritage Farm Event held in 2013
South Kenton County neighbors and friends welcomed visitors on Sat.,
May 4, 2013 from 9 a.m. – 5 p.m. for the first Today’s Heritage Farm:
My Old Kentucky Home Tour. The tour is designed to promote county
agritourism and the preservation of the county’s agricultural heritage.
Participating farms featured heritage breeds, farm babies, and homemade
and homegrown foods and crafts. The Kenton County Conservation
District board members and staff were at the barn on their property near
Morning View, located at 15168 Decoursey Pike, to provide information
about this land restoration project and lead short walks around the
property. Visit www.todaysheritagefarm.com/
Conservation District board member Jack Heist leads a
group of visitors on a hike during the first Heritage Farm
Tour.

Board members Chris Kaeff and Jack Heist work
on marking boundaries at Morning View.

Morning View Heritage Area on Heritage Farm Tour Sat., May 3, 2014
The Conservation District participated in the second The Heritage Farm Tour, held on Sat., May 3, 2014, from 10:00 a.m. until
3:00 p.m. The Conservation District hosted hikes and displays to keep the community informed about the area. At that time,
work was progressing in making repairs to the old barn on the Morning View Heritage Area. The barn suffered some damages
from the tornadoes that struck the county in March 2012. “We anticipate that the repairs will be completed in plenty of time for
the second Kenton County Heritage Farm Tour,” said Gailen Bridges. “After the tornadoes, the Conservation District turned its
energies toward helping farmers in the community by administering
a grant program to help them clean up debris from their farms. With
that work behind us, we started on repairs to the barn.” The
Conservation District later had help from community volunteers and
the Kentucky Department for Environmental Protection- Division of
Waste Management in the Florence Field Office to clean up debris
from the fields and woods and would like to thank everyone again
for their help.
Over 50 people stopped by the Morning View Heritage Area
(MVHA) on Sat. May 3 during the Heritage Farm Tour Day. The
MVHA was one of four featured stops on the tour this year. Hikes to
the Licking River and the scenic overlooks were highlights of the
day, led by Heather Mayfield, Jack Heist, and Peggy Kelly. Jim
Kreissl led tours of the barn where maps of the property detailing
the preliminary management and land restoration plans were
Board members Jim Kreissl and Jack Heist package tree
displayed. Tree seedlings were given to visitors to plant in
seedlings for a visitor.
celebration of Soil and Water Stewardship Week.
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Ohio River Foundation Youth Conservation Team (YCT)
improves habitat at Morning View Heritage Area
The YCT performed habitat stewardship work at the Morning View Heritage Area in southern Kenton County for three weeks in
June 2014. Area high school students were selected by the Ohio River Foundation through a competitive application process.
They were led by Crew Leader and Northern Kentucky University graduate, Sarah Borgman.
The crew removed invasive species including bush honeysuckle, multiflora rose, and poison hemlock. They also removed debris
that had collected at the site. Their work also included performing habitat assessments and inventories. The students had
education days at the University of Cincinnati (UC) Center for Field Studies where they conducted stream analyses with Mike
Miller, Professor Emeritus, UC Dept. Biol. Sciences. They also worked with Dr. Chris Lorentz at the Thomas More College
Center for Ohio River Research and Education, and representatives from the U. S. Fish & Wildlife Service, Ky. Nature Preserves
Commission and Kenton County Conservation District. “This is an exciting opportunity for high school students to expand their
community service record and also learn
more about conservation career
opportunities,” said Sarah Borgman, Crew
Leader. “They are also receiving college
level watershed education on designated
YCT education days. The YCT experience
is a comprehensive stewardship
experience.” The program is under the
direction of Rich Cogan, Executive
Director of the Ohio River Foundation.
The Kenton County Conservation District
was the program partner this year. This
program is funded in part by a grant from
Ashland, Inc. Now in its 14th year, the
non-profit Ohio River Foundation, assists
communities along the river and
throughout the 200,000 sq. mile watershed
with protecting water quality, restoring
rivers, and increasing public awareness of
the importance of the natural environment
in the Ohio River watershed.

Ohio River Foundation Youth Conservation Team members who worked at the Morning View
property from June 9 - 27 this year were, from left: Jared Neiser, Campbell County High School;
Cooper Hayes, Mariemont High School; Crystal Nichols, South Dearborn High School; Matt Harris,
Beechwood High School; Stella Childress, Cooper High School; and Natalie Woodward, Cooper High
School. More information about Ohio River Foundation and the YCT program can be found at
www.ohioriverfdn.org and Facebook.

Acreage added to Morning View Heritage Area
The Kenton County Conservation District is pleased to announce that in October 2014, almost 20 additional acres along the
Licking River have been added to the Morning View Heritage Area. When this adjacent property became available from the
Dunn and Endress families, the Conservation District applied for a grant from the Kentucky Heritage Land Conservation Fund
Board. That grant for acquisition was approved. The U. S. Department of Fish and Wildlife Services also contributed funds. The
property will be managed to protect endangered and threatened mussel species that live in the Licking River, as well as other
species that depend on healthy bottomland hardwood forests.
Work continues on the main section of the Heritage area. Barn repairs are almost completed. An official entrance and parking
area are being established. Other work continues to make the property safe and accessible to the public in the future. Several
habitat restoration projects are planned to get underway in spring 2015.
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