KENTON COUNTY FISCAL COURT MINUTES
Independence Courthouse
5272 Madison Pike
Independence, KY 41051
June 19, 2018
5:00 P.M.
Call to Order

Judge/Executive Knochelmann called to order the June 19, 2018, meeting of the Kenton County
Fiscal Court. Treasurer Roy Cox led the invocation and the Pledge of Allegiance.
Present:

Judge/Executive, Kris Knochelmann
Commissioner Jon Draud, District 2
Commissioner Joe Nienaber, District 3
County Attorney Stacy Tapke

Staff:

Joe Shriver, County Administrator
Scott Gunning, Assistant County Administrator
Roy Cox, County Treasurer

Appoint County Administrator Joe Shriver as the acting Fiscal Court Clerk for the
June 19, 2018, Kenton County Fiscal Court meeting

Commissioner Draud made the motion for approval; seconded by Commissioner Nienaber.
Judge Knochelmann called for a voice vote, and the motion passed unanimously 3-0.
Approval of Minutes
A. Approval of the Minutes from the meeting of May 29, 2018.

Commissioner Nienaber made the motion for approval; seconded by Commissioner Draud.
Judge Knochelmann called for a voice vote, and the motion passed unanimously 3-0.
Citizens Address

No citizens came before the Fiscal Court.
General Business
A. Claims List-Dated June 15, 2018.

There were no questions on the Claims List.

.

.,

B.

Presentation of Fiscal Year 2019 Sanitation District No. 1 (SO1) Budget.

Brian Ellerman, from SO1, stated that he is before the Fiscal Court to comply with KRS 65 (a)
(100), which requires that before any rates can take effect the establishing entity has to come
before the Fiscal Court in the county that serves the largest population. There has to be written
notice thirty days before it takes effect. There also has to be a verbal notice within ten days of it
taking effect if there is a rate increase. With that, SD1 Board of Directors suggested a budget
that has been approved by the three Judge/Executives for a five percent rate increase for all
sanitary sewer rates and fees. There will be a zero rate increase for storm water fees. A
schedule was supplied to the Fiscal Court.
Commissioner Draud asked if the Fiscal Court has to approve this, or if this is just a notice?
Mr. Ellerman answered that the court doesn't have to approve.
C. Request approval to accept the bid from Midstate Contractors for the
replacement of the roof at the Independence Courthouse.

Assistant County Administrator Scott Gunning stated that this entails the replacement of the
high roof at the Independence Courthouse. The scope of the work includes the replacement of
the columns, the painting and the repair of the copper dome. This should correct the water
filtration problem that is coming from the high roof. This will not affect any of the future
renovations. The total cost is approximately $373,300, which is lower than the original site
estimate from back in 2016. The estimated forecast back in 2016 was $492,000 for the work
being presented today. So, after going through the competitive bid process, we are
recorrunending Hrnt Midstate Contractors be awarded Hie contract. They have ,vorked on
numerous other historical buildings. We will need a budget adjustment for these repairs. The
estimated start date will be mid July, with the completion date in the first part of December.
Commissioner Draud asked if the original estimate was $492,000, why did we only put $270,000
in the budget?
Mr. Gunning answered that we didn't know exactly what work would be done with the
campus plan. We didn't want to do something that later on would have to be removed from
the campus plan.
Commissioner Nienaber asked if the $270,000 was not specific to the roof, or if it was for
whatever may have needed done on the campus project?
Mr. Gunning answered that this is correct.
Commissioner Draud made the motion for approval; seconded by Commissioner Nienaber.
Judge Knochelmann called for a voice vote, and the motion passed unanimously 3-0.
D. Discussion regarding the new Administration Building.
1. Request approval for the Contractor's Application for Payment #9.

County Administrator Joe Shriver stated that the pay app has been reviewed by the County
Engineer and the owner's rep. They find it to be appropriate expenditures pursuant to the
contract.

Judge Knochelmann stated that WSP and Turner will be coming to a meeting soon to give an
update. They are pouring the last foundation wall now.
Commissioner Draud asked if the May deadline will be appropriate?
Judge Knochelmann answered yes, the plan is still a May deadline. They will be starting with
the steel on Monday.
Commissioner Draud made the motion for approval; seconded by Commissioner Nienaber.
Judge Knochelmann called for a voice vote, and the motion passed unanimously 3-0.
2. Request approval of the Grant of Easement to Duke Energy for the
right of way for the electric facilities to be installed for Simon
Kenton Way.

County Engineer Nick Hendrix stated that this item is just Duke Energy asking for a Grant of
Easement to get the power supply to the new facility. It comes off of Main St., and they want
the fifteen foot easement to get the power to the transformer.
Commissioner Draud made the motion for approval; seconded by Commissioner Nienaber.
Judge Knochelmann called for a voice vote, and the motion passed unanimously 3-0.
Resolutions
A. Resolution No. 18-0lJ
A Resolution for the Kenton County Fiscal Court concerning Fiscal Year
2017-2018 Budget Adjustments.

Treasurer Roy Cox stated that these budget adjustments should be the last ones for the year.
They include: $579,000 for the parking garage stairwell, $103,304 for the Independence
Courthouse roof, $6,000 for security services during the garage construction, $9,000 for gasoline
purchases for Fleet, $40,000 for COLT refunds and $15,000 for jail overtime.
Commissioner Draud asked if it is possible to predict what the percentage will be in the General
Fund?
Mr. Cox answered that he has not calculated that yet.
Commissioner Draud stated that he needs to keep in mind that they agreed to keep at least a
10% balance going forward. He then asked if the goals were officially approved?
Judge Knochelmann answered that they haven't been approved, but will make sure they are
approved next month.
Commissioner Nienaber made the motion for approval; seconded by Commissioner Draud.
Judge Knochelmann called for a voice vote, and the motion passed unanimously 3-0.

B. Resolution No.18-12
A Resolution of the Cou..1.ty of Kenton, Kentucky, authorizing the Kenton
County Judge/Executive to enter into a contract to purchase the property
Located at 61 Independence Station Rd., Independence, pursuant to
KRS 67.0S0(l)(b)(l).

County Engineer Nick Hendrix stated that this is part of the FEMA work that was discussed
during the budgeting session, so this money is actually budgeted for the next Fiscal Year. This
is for a repair of a road slide on Independence Station Rd. They met with Steve Hensley and
the FEMA rep around a month ago, and they were inclined to agree that the re-alignment was a
better fix than a traditional repair. They will use 404-406 mitigation funds to offset the cost of
the repair. The re-alignment is a little more expensive, but it provides a safer fix and a lot better
long term fix.
Commissioner Draud asked for an update on Cruise Rd.
Mr. Hendrix stated that he will report on this later in the meeting.
Commissioner Draud stated that he went with Mr. Hendrix and inspected this road, and he
made some recommendations.
Commissioner Draud made the motion for approval; seconded by Commissioner Nienaber.
Judge Knochelmann called for a voice vote, and the motion passed unanimously 3-0.
C. Resolution No.18-13

A Resolution of the Kenton County Fiscal Court authorizing the
Judge/Executive to make application for and, upon approval,
to enter into an agreement with the Kentucky Office of Homeland
Security (KOHS), to execute any documents which are deemed necessary
by KOHS to facilitate and administer the project. This Resolution also
establishes procurement policy for any KOHS approved project for
the FY 2018 application cycle.
Steve Hensley stated that this document is in support of a grant for the hosted 911 telephone
system at dispatch. It asks for a 50% match in funding from the Department of Homeland
Security.
Commissioner Draud made the motion for approval; seconded by Commissioner Nienaber.
Judge Knochelmann called for a voice vote, and the motion passed unanimously 3-0.
D. Resolution No.18-14
A Resolution for the Kenton County Fiscal Court approving and adopting
the compensation rates for the Kenton County employees, and authorizing
the County Treasurer to pay the rates on scheduled pay days.
Treasurer Roy Cox stated that these are the ongoing rates, and it is required that we present the
pay rates to the Fiscal Court in order to start paying after July 1st.
Commissioner Draud asked what the percentage range is for performance.

County Administrator Joe Shriver answered that the rates aren't changing. These are the
existing rates from the last fiscal year, carrying over into the new fiscal year. This is just for the
auditors to trace the authorization for payment. None of the rates have changed since the last
raises.
Commissioner Draud made the motion for approval; seconded by Commissioner Nienaber.
Judge Knochelmann called for a voice vote, and the motion passed unanimously 3-0.
E. Resolution No. 18-15
A Resolution of the Kenton County Fiscal Court authorizing the
Judge/Executive to enter into an agreement with the Kentucky
Transportation Cabinet (KYTC), to execute any documents which
are deemed necessary by KYTC to facilitate and administer the Amsterdam
Road Sidewalk Project.

County Engineer Nick Hendrix stated that this is regarding the Amsterdam Rd. sidewalk
project. In 2015 we got the first request for partnership for TAP funds to allow us the ability to
walk from Bromley-Crescent Springs up short Amsterdam to Highwater Rd. Unfortunately,
Crescent Springs didn't get the award that year, and the Fiscal Court reauthorized a partnership
in 2016. They did get the award, so the county, Crescent Springs and Villa Hills will share the
grant. This puts the county in a leadership role to carry the project through completion. Our
funding commitment is around $59,000.
Judge Knochelmann stated that if the project comes in at a higher number, we aren't making a
commitment today to fill that gap. He asked if the county can walk out on the project if the
price changes?
Mr. Hendrix answered that this is correct, and to that point, there is around $705,000 that has
been approved but only the design phase has been awarded. The project will be approved in
phases.
Commissioner Nienaber made the motion for approval; seconded by Commissioner Draud.
Judge Knochelmann called for a voice vote, and the motion passed unanimously 3-0.
Ordinances
A. Second Reading - Ordinance No. 225.81
An Ordinance (225.81) of the Kenton County Fiscal Court relating to the
approval and adoption of the Kenton County Fiscal Court budget for
the Fiscal Year 2018-2019.

Judge Knochelmann stated that this is the same proposed budget that was reviewed by the
Fiscal Court weeks ago. The expectation is not to spend the dollars on this budget.
Commissioner Draud made the motion for approval; seconded by Commissioner Nienaber.
Judge Executive Knochelmann called for a roll call vote with the results being Commissioner
Draud, yes, Commissioner Nienaber, yes, and Judge Knochelmann, yes. The motion passed
with a vote of 3-0.

Consent Agenda
A. Exhibit No. 18-59
Request approval of a Memorandum of Agreement between the Boone
County Fiscal Court, the Campbell County Fiscal Court, the Kenton
County Fiscal Court and the Northern Kentucky Area Development
District for the Northern Kentucky Office of Drug Control Policy.
B. Exhibit No. 18-60
Request approval to award the Cornucopia Court Reconstruction bid to
Bluegrass Paving, Inc. for the Kenton County Public Works Department.
C.

Exhibit No.18-61
Request approval to surplus four vehicles for the Kenton County Sheriff's
Department.

D. Exhibit No.18-62
Ratify a Memorandum of Understanding for the 911 Call
Handling System and Grant.
E.

Exhibit No.18-63
Ratify the Court Facilities Local Government Reimbursement Form.

F.

Exhibit No. 18-64
Request approval to surplus a Glock 22 handgun for the Kenton County
Sheriff's Department.

G. Exhibit No. 18-65
Request approval to ratify the amended contracts between the Kenton
County Fiscal Court and the Commonwealth of Kentucky for the
Substance Abuse Program at the Kenton County Detention Center.
H. Exhibit No.18-66
Request approval to accept the change order for the Golf Course parking
lot renovation to allow for additional parking.
I.

Exhibit No. 18-67
Request approval to award the salt bid to Compass Minerals America, Inc.
for the Public Works Department.

Commissioner Draud asked where is Cornucopia Ct.?
Nick Hendrix answered that it is in the Harvest Hills subdivision, just outside the city limits of
Independence. This was a budgeted project.
Commissioner Draud asked if it was decided that there wasn't enough parking at the golf
course?
Scott Gunning answered that they received feedback from some customers, and re-evaluated
the parking lot. They were able to add an additional 21 spaces that were closer to the
clubhouse.
Commissioner Draud asked how much that will cost?

Mr. Gunning answered that it will be around $16,500.
All items on the Consent Agenda were voted on together.
Commissioner Draud made the motion for approval; seconded by Commissioner Nienaber.
Judge Knochelmann called for a voice vote, and the motion passed unanimously 3-0.
Executive Orders
A. Executive Order No.18-66
An Executive Order relating to the Fiscal Court approving the appointment
of Jeff Kaplan to the Convention and Visitors Bureau, with the term
expiring on July 31, 2021.

Commissioner Nienaber made the motion for approval; seconded by Commissioner Draud.
Judge Knochelmann called for a voice vote, and the motion passed unanimously 3-0.
B.

Executive Order No. 18-67
An Executive Order relating to the Fiscal Court approving the
re-appointment of Sara Sidebottom to the Police Merit Board, with
the term expiring on March 21, 2022.

Commissioner Nienaber made the motion for approval; seconded by Commissioner Draud.
Judge Knochelmann called for a voice vote, and the motion passed unanimously 3-0.
C.

Executive Order No. 18-68
An Executive Order relating to the Fiscal Court approving the
re-appointment of John Mocker to the Kenton County Airport Board
on recommendation from the Boone County Fiscal Court, with the term
expiring June 30, 2022.

Commissioner Nienaber made the motion for approval; seconded by Commissioner Draud.
Judge Knochelmann called for a voice vote, and the motion passed unanimously 3-0.
D. Executive Order No.18-69
An Executive Order relating to the Fiscal Court approving the
appointment of the Erlanger Dispatch employees to the
Kenton County Emergency Communications Department, with
the effective date of June 27, 2018

Commissioner Draud asked if there will be fewer employees with this merger?
Judge Knochelmann answered that there will be an increase in employees.
employees coming over from Erlanger.

There are ten

Steve Hensley stated that they just interviewed a group of potential new candidates, and made
four conditional offers for employment.
Commissioner Draud asked if there is any way to calculate what the savings is by bringing
Erlanger onto Kenton County?

Steve Hensley answered that he believes we will recognize some operational efficiencies by
virtue of having not only Erlanger, but the Covington dispatchers in the same facility. There
won't be competing facilities or competing CAD systems. The dispatch operation doesn't have
any less people, but the efficiencies will make a difference.
County Administrator Joe Shriver stated that he can get out the study that was done in the first
term, and refresh the numbers. He stated that we only had like 12 of the dispatchers from
Covington come over, as opposed to their full allotment.
Commissioner Draud asked if we had saved Covington five million dollars?
Mr. Shriver answered that it was around $1.2 million operationally on an annual basis.
Judge Knochelmann stated that we have saved them over five million dollars in five years.
Mr. Hensley stated that we don't have a true number for operational costs, because we have
never been to a full staffing level but we are working to get there.
Mr. Shriver stated that Covington did take on the debt of the CAD system that came over when
they went out of business.
Commissioner Draud asked if there will be a significant savings to the citizens of Erlanger?
Mr. Shriver answered that he believes there will be savings.
Mr. Hensley stated that he believes that the most significant savings will be the build out of the
regional radio system. That is where the millions of dollars in savings will come in, as opposed
to each jurisdiction building their own system.
Mr. Shriver stated that there are also expenses that Erlanger didn't expend to switch to the
digital 800MHZ.
Commissioner Draud stated that somewhat reliable estimates need to be obtained.
Judge Knochelmann stated that he will get a very concise recap of the savings, and will be
illustrated to the public.
Mr. Hensley stated that he feels it is important to include the operational efficiencies that will be
recognized.
Commissioner Draud stated that there should be a major press release with some reliable facts.
Commissioner Nienaber made the motion for approval; seconded by Commissioner Draud.
Judge Knochelmann called for a voice vote, and the motion passed unanimously 3-0.
E.

Executive Order No.18-70
An Executive Order relating to the Fiscal Court approving the
retirement of Steve Benner as a Detective for the Kenton County
Police Department, with the effective date of June 30, 2018.

Judge Knochelmann thanked Detective Benner for his 22 years of service .
Corrunissioner Nienaber made the motion for approval; seconded by Commissioner Draud.
Judge Knochelmann called for a voice vote, and the motion passed unanimously 3-0.
Administrative Reporting
Public Works

Nick Hendrix stated that there were two slides on Cruise Creek, and both of those fell into the
FEMA declaration. Based on where the slides were, we had some urgency. Last week, the
contractor mobilized, finished drilling the rail, installed cribbing and now Cruise Creek is
reopened. He thanked the Fiscal Court for approving some master agreements that helped
expedite that work. It also helped clean up the back end FEMA documentation.
Corrunissioner Draud asked how long it took to do all of the work, from the time the cave in
occurred to the time the work was completed?
Mr. Hendrix answered that the initial failure occurred in February, but the bigger failure came
as a result of some heavy spring rains. The big drop happened in late April or early May.
Corrunissioner Draud stated that Mr. Hendrix did a good job of handling this situation. He
prioritized the project, and took very good care of the problem.
Mr. Hendrix stated that the crews worked very hard out there. Nick Tewes helped put together
documents to keep the project moving. It was a team effort.
Mr. Hendrix then stated that in addition to Cruise Creek, the crews recently completed the
reconstruction of South Ridge Dr. off of Walton Nicholson. A significant amount of money was
saved by doing the work in house rather than taking it out to contract. He thanked the crews
for their hard work. Also, he will be bringing some more information about Bromley-Crescent
Springs Rd soon in regards to right of way acquisition. They received word from the Cabinet
last week that the official order transferring the routes has gone through. So, now the section of
road that starts at Buttermilk/ Anderson that runs through Bromley-Crescent Springs, all the
way into the City of Bromley, is now a state owned and maintained roadway. The three roads
that they transferred to us are now under our jurisdiction. This is a big milestone.
Finally, Mr. Hendrix stated that recently, the Transportation Cabinet was awarded nearly $65
million via an infra-grant from the Federal Government to do quite a bit of widening. There are
two interchanges, KY 338, KY 536 and the auxiliary lanes between KY 536 and U.S. 42. This is
quite impactful for the region, and we have an opportunity to go after that type of award. We
have been talking to the Transportation Cabinet about a BUILD Grant, which took the place of
the old TIGER Grants. The BUILD Grant application cycle is open right now, and 'we have the
opportunity to go after about $25 million. We have been working with the Transportation
Cabinet to find out the best approach. The section we are talking about is from the Boone
County line to KY 17 in Independence, which is the logical extension of the infra-grant. When
this entire section is completed, there will be a clean connection from U.S. 42 in Boone County
to KY 17. The current section that the Cabinet is interested in pursuing is broken into four
subsections that are currently budgeted for about $100 million. Most of that money is in out
years, which means that it is not currently authorized funding by the State of Kentucky. The
final construction letting for the final subsection isn't programmed by the Transportation

Cabinet until Fiscal Year 2026. By the time it is totally completed, we are more than a decade
out if current funding in the program holds. The Transportation Cabinet is willing to support
the advance of this application, and pay all fees associated with the drafting of the grant. They
are asking that the county make application, because the way the grant is set up is that no one
state can win more than $150 billion worth of work. No applicant can submit more than three
applications. So, if we are successful in obtaining this grant, we could cut the construction time
in half. We could potentially see this project completed in the next five years.
Mr. Hendrix stated that he will be asking for a voice Resolution just for the county to participate
in the application process. There is no funding attachment at this point.
Commissioner Draud asked if he knows how much this will cost the county?
Nick Hendrix answered that there is no requirement for a local match. They want the local
entities to be the sponsor for the application. We will spend the next couple of weeks trying to
find out what is reasonable.
Commissioner Nienaber made the motion for approval; seconded by Commissioner Draud.
Judge Knochelmann called for a voice vote, and the motion passed unanimously 3-0.
County Administrator Joe Shriver stated that for the record, this is Resolution 18-16 authorizing
the application for the Federal Build Grant to be applied to the KY 536 reconstruction in Kenton
County.
Emergency Management

Steve Hensley stated that the FEMA process is ongoing, and FEMA reps are in town meeting
with several of the different jurisdictions. There is a status meeting tomorrow, and a kick off
meeting on July 5th • This is a scoping meeting, and they will visit the site locations. This is a
new process, and everyone is learning it together.
Mr. Hensley then stated that the National Weather Service will be here on Thursday to perform
the storm ready inspections. The reports have already been submitted, and the site visit is a
formality.
Mr. Hensley then stated that the Dispatch merger on June 27th is looking good.
Judge Knochelmann stated that Steve Hensley is doing a great job helping out with Dispatch.
Mr. Hensley stated that it is a team effort, and everyone is helping.
Parks and Recreation/Golf/Building and Grounds

Scott Gunning stated that last week the Parks staff attended the Conservation District board
meeting to discuss a potential partnership. The meeting went well, and the board is open to the
partnership. Parks will be working with the board on some events, such as hikes and star
gazing events. They will also assist on different promotions, and sharing equipment.
Mr. Gunning then stated that this week the Public Works crew started the installation of the
turn lane at Pioneer Park northbound on KY 17. This will create a safer entrance into the park.

The project should be complete by the end of next week. Also, the dog park project at Pioneer is
almost complete. The north section of the Paw Park is being closed, due to the constant
flooding. It will be transformed into athletic fields. The south section of the dog park will still
remain open. Also, during the first week of July, volunteers from Seven Hills Church are
coming in to assist in general cleanup. They will start at Doe Run Lake, and continue at Pioneer
Park and Mills Road Park. He thanked the church for their help. Lastly, there has been a lot of
participation in the programs at the parks. In July, a new family yoga program will be
introduced and the response has been very positive.
Mr. Gunning then stated that the golf course has been fighting the high temperatures in regards
to the condition of the course, but overall the course is in pretty good condition. Last week, we
assisted Davey with some irrigation issues on the Pioneer course. They had some issues with
pressure and leaks. According to Jason Liable, the General Manager, the Father's Day weekend
was very busy. In addition, the Junior PGA Leagues are doing well. They won their second
match last night.
Commissioner Draud asked where the family yoga program is conducted.
Mr. Gunning answered that it will shift from park to park. It will be at Lincoln Ridge, Pioneer
Park and last weekend they did it at the Independence Courthouse.
Information Technology

Lisa Desmarais stated that IT is working on executing PC replacements. There will be 16
replacements for the NKY Drug Strike Force, 15 replacements at the Detention Center, seven for
the Clerk's Office and about 20 will be replaced for the Fiscal Court. Also, some reporting
enhancements have been completed for the Occupational License software. They continue to
help the cities to pull their own information by executing reports on their own, as opposed to
having staff at the county pushing reports out to them. A list of businesses has been completed
that are ready to pilot the community portion of the system. These will be businesses that will
do their online filings.
Ms. Desmarais then stated that in regards to the upgrade to the fund accounting system, the
technical configuration is complete. The system will be tested during the month of July, and the
training for the Treasurer's team is scheduled for August.
Finally, Ms. Desmarais stated that she had the pleasure of working with some of her colleagues
last week to look at furniture, fixtures and equipment for the new building. They attended a
show in Chicago, and there are exciting new designs for various work stations.
Commissioner Draud asked if the branding issue is still on the horizon?
Ms. Desmarais answered that it is in the budget that was authorized this evening.
Treasury

Treasurer Roy Cox asked that the minutes reflect that the May, 2018, Financial Reports have
been submitted.

County Attorney's Report

County Attorney Stacy Tapke had nothing to report.
Commissioners' Reports
Commissioner Ton Draud

Commissioner Draud stated that a constituent contacted everyone about the fire district that ran
out of funds, and can't provide ambulance service. He wants to know what the legal status of
this issue is at this moment.
Judge Knochelmann stated that we have gotten some legal clarification as to what the steps are
to move forward. He has talked to the board chair of the Kenton Fire District, and there have
been other discussions with entities nearby that will help keep the service running. We have
talked to some about mergers, and we are looking at everything on the table.
Commissioner Draud asked if the Fire Districts are a creation of the legislature?
Judge Knochelmann answered that this is correct.
Commissioner Draud asked if the Fiscal Court has any legal authority to take those over?
County Attorney Stacy Tapke answered that she has been reviewing the statutes for the Fire
Districts, and she is looking at the legislation.
Judge Knochelmann stated that we aren't required to provide fire and EMS to that part of the
community, however we are making sure that there is service.
Commissioner Draud stated that he understands the recommendation for the close stations to
provide service, but he doesn't feel that this is an adequate way to solve the problem.
County Administrator Joe Shriver stated that they can't speak for the Kenton Fire Board,
because those are the folks that did levy that tax and expend the funds. They are the ones that
will have to speak with the residents to address the issue. He can address that through mutual
aid, there is coverage. Any fire that occurs has multiple agencies respond already, and that is
not going to change.
Commissioner Draud stated that from what he understands, only the EMS services were
terminated.
Steve Hensley stated that all of the part time employees have been let go, and there is minimal
staff still working as volunteers on the fire service side. However, the Fire Commission has
guidelines in place and they may not have an adequate number of people on the fire side to be
considered a fire department.
Commissioner Draud stated that people are paying taxes for the service.
Judge Knochelmann stated that the District's payroll is $200,000 per year, and they bring in
$220,000 per year in taxes. Operationally, they have been running on a deficit for the past five

to six years. We don't have the authority to make decisions for that district, but we asked them
for a plan a couple of years ago. There are other districts that may have the same problem.
Commissioner Draud asked if the only legal authority the Fiscal Court has is approving the
board members?
Judge Knochelmann answered that the Fiscal Court appoints three of the seven board members.
Steve Hensley stated that there have not been many gaps in service from the onset of this issue.
Also, all of the County Police Officers are medically trained to help with aid.
Commissioner Nienaber asked if Independence is the largest potential provided for mutual aid?
Judge Knochelmann answered that this is correct.
Commissioner Draud suggested that the legal community in Northern Kentucky should
develop a better solution to this problem, and then present it to the legislation for the next
session.
County Attorney Stacy Tapke stated that she is going to prepare legal options as to who can do
what when it comes to mergers and annexation.
Judge Knochelmann stated that we are going to work on some options, and some will be
legislative changes.
Commissioner Draud stated that he feels that the Kenton County Fiscal Court has been a leader
in Northern Kentucky, and this is one area that we can show some leadership.
Commissioner Toe Nienaber

Commissioner Nienaber stated that fifty four years ago Commissioner Draud was married, and
he wished him a Happy Anniversary.
Judge/Executive's Report

Judge Knochelmann had nothing to report.
Executive Session

A. Pursuant to KRS 61.810 (1) (c) proposed or pending litigation regarding the
SDl Consent Decree.
B. Pursuant to KRS 81.810(1)(c) relating to proposed or pending litigation in the case
of Degolia vs. Kenton County, employment at the Detention Center and proposed
litigation against Kenton County relating to employment at the Emergency
Communications Center.
Commissioner Draud made the motion for approval of Executive Session; seconded by
Commissioner Nienaber. Judge Knochelmann called for a voice vote, and the motion passed
unanimously 3-0.

Commissioner Draud made the motion for approval to return from the Executive Session;
seconded by Commissioner Nienaber. Judge Knochelmann called for a voice vote, and the
motion passed unanimously 3-0.
Judge Knochelmann asked for a motion to authorize the release of Tommy Thompson as the
Director of. Emergency Communications.
Commissioner Nienaber made the motion for approval; seconded by Commissioner Draud.
Judge Knochelmann called for a voice vote, and the motion passed unanimously 3-0.
Adjournment

Having completed all business before the Court, Commissioner Draud offered a motion to
adjourn, which was seconded by Commissioner Nienaber. Commissioner Sewell requested a
voice vote whereupon all members present voted in the affirmative with a 3-0 vote.
Text for all proposed and recently passed ordinances may be acquired by accessing the Fiscal
Court web page at http://www.kentoncounty.org or by contacting the administrative offices at
859.392.1400.
CLERK CERTIFICATION

I, Sue J. Kaiser, having been appointed to the office of Fiscal Court Clerk, do hereby certify that
this is a true and accurate record of the actions taken by the Kenton County Fiscal Court at the
meeting of June 19, 2018.

S . ,~.to.dno-'U
SueJ. K .
Fiscal Court Clerk

