KENTON COUNTY FISCAL COURT MINUTES
Covington Courthouse
303 Court St.
Covington, KY 41011

May 29, 2018
5:00 P.M.
Call to Order

Judge/Executive Knochelmann called to order the May 29, 2018 meeting of the Kenton County
Fiscal Court. Judge Executive Kris Knochelmann led the invocation and the Pledge of
Allegiance.
Present:

Judge/Executive, Kris Knochelmann
Commissioner Beth Sewell, District 1
Commissioner Jon Draud, District 2
Commissioner Joe Nienaber, District 3
County Attorney Stacy Tapke

Staff:

Joe Shriver, County Administrator
Scott Gunning, Assistant County Administrator
Sue Kaiser, Fiscal Court Clerk
Kurt Greivenkamp, Assistant County Treasurer

Approval of Minutes
A. Approval of the Minutes from the meeting of May 8, 2018.

Commissioner Sewell made the motion for approval; seconded by Commissioner Nienaber.
Judge Knochelmann called for a voice vote, and the motion passed unanimously 4-0.
B. Approval of Minutes from the May 8, 2018, LGE.AfRoad Funds Public Hearing.

Commissioner Sewell made the motion for approval; seconded by Commissioner Nienaber.
Judge Knochelmann called for a voice vote, and the motion passed unanimously 4-0.
Citizens Address

No citizens came before the Fiscal Court at this time.
General Business
A. Claim's Lists-Dated May 11, 2018 and May 25, 2018.

There were no questions on the Claim's Lists.

B.

Presentation of the Pioneer Award to Robert Hoffer.

Judge Knochelmann explained that the Pioneer Award came about from a recommendation
from Commissioner Draud. He presented Mr. Hoffer with the Pioneer Award. He then stated
that Mr. Hoffer sets a standard that many can't attain. He leads the community with such class.
He thanked him for all of his hard work.
Mr. Hoffer thanked the Fiscal Court for the award, and stated that he appreciates the unity of
this Fiscal Court. He then thanked his wife, Diane, and Jim Dressman for always standing
behind him.
C.

Update on the Legislative Session from Senator Chris McDaniel.

Senator McDaniel discussed numerous bills that were passed at the Legislative Session. He
thanked Chief Spike Jones for his hard work on one of the bills.
Judge Knochelmann stated that amazing work was done this year, and he appreciates all of the
hard work.
Commissioner Draud asked that since they fully funded the pension system for teachers this
year, and Moody came and lowered the bond, what was the reason for the lowering?
Senator McDaniel answered that the bond rating was lowered for a couple of reasons. The
KERS system and the CERS system were finally looked at and it was said that they have to take
a realistic look at the assumed rates of return on these systems. When this was done, it
dramatically increased the unfunded liability, because for decades they had been assuming
between 7.5-8% and they just weren't getting it. There were also umealistic assumptions about
payroll growth. The fact is that the systems had continued to assume 4%, while they were
actually getting negative payroll growth. When that dropped to zero and the investment rates
dropped, it dramatically increased the unfunded liability. Also, Moody would have liked to
have seen more things done to the Kentucky Teachers Retirement System then were actually
done. There is obviously the funding side, but there is also the expense side. They would have
liked to have seen the expense side controlled a little bit more.
Commissioner Draud asked if going to the 401K for teachers really only saves $30 million over
30 years?
Senator McDaniel stated that this isn't correct. There are a number of things that had to be done
to adjust. The $30 million savings comes from the sick days portion as it was calculated by
stopping those at the end of this calendar years. The savings will be dramatically more over the
long term, in particular in the risk that folks won't take. The one thing he wants everyone to
remember is that Brent McKim, who is the head of the Jefferson County Teacher's Association,
sent out an email that said not to strike. He listed these reasons: there is no change for retirees,
and for current teachers the only change is that sick days are frozen at the end of this year (they
can still be accumulated and used). On the hybrid cash balance plan, everyone needs to
remember that is guaranteed that it can't lose money. As he said, if you look at it for a thirty
year teacher, the hybrid cash balance plan, as designed, and if teacher's retirement hits the rates
that they say they can hit it is actually a better benefit for a thirty year teacher than the current
defined benefit pension is right now.

Commissioner Draud stated that the $30 million figure is being used around the state with all
the teacher organizations. He asked what the estimated savings is for taking that kind of
political hit? What is the estimated savings?
Senator McDaniel stated that he doesn't worry about the political hits, he worries about what is
best for the taxpayers.
Commissioner Draud stated that he is worried about the political hits, because he would like to
see the Republican Party maintain control.
Senator McDaniel stated that what the most recent election showed us is that the folks that lost
their elections, four voted against the bill and only one voted for it. What we are seeing is that
people really realize that we are doing our best to craft a solution that is good for the employees
and the employers.
Commissioner Draud asked what the estimate is on the savings?
Senator McDaniel answered that the $30 million number relates directly to the sick days, and
the hybrid cash balance plan is really a risk mitigation. The Commonwealth is only on the hook
down to a 0% rate of return on it, versus right now where everyone is on the hook for 7.5 %. So
the long term savings will depend on how long folks teach.
Commissioner Draud stated that he doesn't mind the negative things if there is a significant
savings. He thinks that was necessary to have some courage to do the right things, but if there
is not a significant savings then it is an exercise in futility.
Senator McDaniel stated that there are two things going on here. First is the financial, and the
second is to look at the modern generation of the folks coming into the workforce. Most people
don't stay in professions for a long length of time to earn a defined benefit pension. Now,
people don't really look for a pension, they are looking for the portability option of a 401K.
Commissioner Draud stated that it will take some effort to convince the teachers that this is a
good idea.
Senator McDaniel stated that there was a lot of misinformation given to people.
Commissioner Draud asked why Governor Bevin would veto the budget when it created a
situation where we are tenth in the nation for taxation?
Senator McDaniel answered that he has a hard time speaking for the Governor. He had his veto
message, and there were certain area where there was spending that the Governor didn't care
for very much. It is his prerogative to veto, and it is their prerogative to override the veto. The
President of the Senate said that in his 25 years of service, this was the first time that they got
the budget cranked out before the budget recess, had two weeks for people to look and analyze
it and pass a supplementary budget and tax plan to be able to adjust to those things that folks
saw as it came down to industry.
Commissioner Sewell wants to move the dialogue along from the State level, and move past the
challenges that the pension brought. She would like Senator McDaniel to speak to the strategy
from the legislative branch on economic development.

Senator McDaniel stated that economic development has been the lynchpin for this Governor.
If we don't attract high quality business, with high quality jobs, we won't have a tax base. The
Governor has done a good job, not just for Northern Kentucky. When Amazon breaks ground
on a three million square foot warehouse, and 80 acres goes under a roof, 2,600 people will be
working pretty good jobs. So, that will be a positive thing for this region as well as work on
Houston Rd. and other projects going on around the area. Those things are coming, because
people are seeing a more business friendly state. Commissioner Draud made a good point that
governmental borrowing continues to face challenges, but business speaks and locates where it
thinks it can compete. The fact is that we are in a global economy, but the Governor is not just
focused on regional things as he has done good things. EnerBlu is heading down to Eastern
Kentucky for a battery plant and other projects. The fact is, natural resources are not going to
come back to Eastern Kentucky like they have previously, so we have to focus on where we can
achieve successes that are within a good driving distance for folks down there. There have been
many complaints of our region being disadvantaged with the amount of taxes we send versus
what comes back. If we want to end that disadvantage, we have to find ways to diversify those
economies. The Governor puts in a lot of effort trying to attract and retain organizations.
D. Update on the Kentucky Wired Project.
Jim Askins from Ledcor stated that he is traveling around the state to bring everyone up to date
on the Kentucky Wired Project. He is on the private side of the project, and with the fiber
almost completed here their technicians will be going into the sites designated by the state to
install, test and migrate all of the equipment over to the various state networks. The company
that he works for is Ledcor, and they have the 30 year maintenance agreement on the part they
work on here. Cincinnati Bell will take care of the fiber in Northern Kentucky, but Ledcor will
be in the various state sites where the equipment is installed. They only go to the sites that the
state designates them to go to, not private homes or businesses. The schedule shows
completion in July of 2020. The entire network across the state is scheduled to be completed
in 2020 as well.
Commissioner Sewell shared an article recently that said Kentucky Wired had some criticism,
and the article discussed the importance of what is being done. This is preparing for the change
in technology.
Mr. Askins stated that this is a statewide project, and he feels that this project is helping the
revenue for the state.
Commissioner Draud asked how this project is funded?
Mr. Askins answered that after the last General Assembly, there was additional bonding that
allocated $110 million. There are contingency funds that are included in that as well.
E.

Presentation from the Covington Ladies Home.

Becky Jones and Carrie Vanderzee gave the background on the Covington Ladies Home. They
spoke about the timeline for the renovations to the home, and the work should be completed by
2020. They are almost at $1.1 million in donations, and the project will cost an estimated $6
million. The goal is to raise $1.2 million, and finance the rest.

Judge Knochelmann stated that he toured the facility, and appreciated what he saw. The Fiscal
Court will always support the home.
Commissioner Draud asked if there is a waiting list to get into the home.
Ms. Jones answered that there is not a waiting list. The reason for expanding the home is that it
is less than modern now, and it doesn't attract residents.
F.

Request approval of a contract with RAM Construction Services
for the repair/replacement of the Kenton County Parking Garage
N.E. & S.W. Stairwells.

Ralph Bailey stated that this project came in at $683,000, and thanks to Judge Knochelmann the
job was reappraised by RAM Construction. RAM reviewed all the steps, and found that there
are 216 steps to be repaired and 149 that need to be removed. We were able to reduce the cost
by $77,000. The new price includes repainting all of the railings in the garage. The new total
will be $579,000. He thanked RAM Construction for their flexibility.
Mr. Bailey then stated that the steps on the east side of the garage are all glass enclosed, and we
will be getting some bids to enclose the west side to help eliminate a problem in the future.
Commissioner Nienaber made the motion for approval; seconded by Commissioner Draud.
Judge Knochelmann called for a voice vote, and the motion passed unanimously 4-0.
G. Discussion regarding the new Administration Building

County Administrator Joe Shriver stated that Nick Hendrix sent everyone the field report last
Friday, and that report explained all of the updated work.
Resolutions
A. Resolution No. 18-011
A Resolution for the Kenton County Fiscal Court concerning Fiscal Year
2017-2018 Budget Adjustments.

There were no questions on the budget adjustments.
Commissioner Draud made the motion for approval; seconded by Commissioner Nienaber.
Judge Knochelmann called for a voice vote, and the motion passed unanimously 4-0.
Ordinances
A. Second Reading - Ordinance No. 971.12
An Ordinance of the Kenton County Fiscal Court providing for a
credit of its Occupational License Fee for new employees as part of
an economic development project by Zotefoams, Inc. under the Kentucky
Business Investment Program (KRS 154.32-010-KRS 154.32-100).

Commissioner Sewell asked if this is consistent with all of the other similar Ordinances?
Judge Knochelmann answered that it is the same. We are going to spend a little more time
working with the cities to look at this model.

Commissioner Draud made the motion for approval; seconded by Commissioner Sewell. Judge
Knochelmann called for a voice vote, and the motion passed unanimously 4-0.
B.

Second Reading- Ordinance No. 924.58
An Ordinance amending the zoning map of the County of Kenton, Kentucky
for an area of approximately 0.6 acres located on the south side of Anderson
Road between Bromley and Crescent Springs Road from the R-3 (residential
three) Zone to MLU (mixed land use) Zone.

County Attorney Stacy Tapke asked that the minutes reflect that by adopting this they are
finding that with the map amendment the existing zoning classification given to the property is
inappropriate and the proposed zoning classification is appropriate.
Commissioner Sewell made the motion for approval; seconded by Commissioner Draud. Judge
Knochelmann called for a voice vote, and the motion passed unanimously 4-0.
Consent Agenda
A. Exhibit No.18-51
Request approval to surplus an eight foot truck bed with a tailgate for the
Kenton County Public Works Department.
B.

Exhibit No.18-52
Request approval to surplus various items for the Kenton County Animal
Shelter.

C.

Exhibit No.18-53
Request approval of various County bonds.

D. Exhibit No. 18-54
Request approval to modify the existing Rotary Drilling contract with
Hennecke Drilling, LLC for the Kenton County Public Works Department.
E.

Exhibit No. 18-55
Request approval to ratify the contracts between the Kenton County Fiscal
Court and the Commonwealth of Kentucky for the Substance Abuse Program
at the Kenton County Detention Center.

F.

Exhibit No. 18-56
Request approval of the bid for the Master Agreement for Recycled
Railroad Rails for the Kenton County Public Works Department.

G. Exhibit No. 18-57
Request approval to surplus 2 Glock 27 handguns for the Kenton County
Sheriff's Department.
H. Exhibit No. 18-58
Authorize Judge/Executive Kris Knochelmann to accept the settlement of
Quietus from Kenton County Treasurer, Roy D. Cox, for the 2017 Tax
Settlement for the Kenton County Sheriff's tax collections.

Regarding Item 7H, Sheriff Korzenborn stated that they had a $132 million tax duplicate this
year. They have collected 98.9% of those funds. They have also passed all of their audits. The
uncollected amounts have been turned over to the County Clerk, and she will put that figure
down. If anything is left over, it will probably be vacant lots and trailers. The taxpayers of
Kenton County pay their taxes, and he is very thankful to them for that.
All items on the Consent Agenda were voted on together.
Commissioner Draud made the motion for approval; seconded by Commissioner Sewell. Judge
Knochelmann called for a voice vote, and the motion passed unanimously 4-0.
Executive Orders
A. Executive Order No.18-46
An Executive Order relating to the Fiscal Court approving the appointment
of Chief Todd Brendel to the Kenton County Emergency Communications
Board, with the term appointed with his position.

County Administrator Joe Shriver stated that this is a new appointment that was created with
the Ordinance due to Erlanger joining the Dispatch Center.
Commissioner Nienaber made the motion for approval; seconded by Commissioner Sewell.
Judge Knochelmann called for a voice vote, and the motion passed unanimously 4-0.
B.

Executive Order No. 18-47
An Executive Order relating to the Fiscal Court approving the appointment
of Joe Nienaber to the Kenton County Emergency Communications
Board, with the term expiring on July 31, 2020.

Commissioner Sewell made the motion for approval; seconded by Judge Knochelmann. Judge
Knochelmann called for a voice vote, and the motion passed unanimously 4-0.
C.

Executive Order No. 18-48
An Executive Order relating to the Fiscal Court approving the
re-appointment of Michael Schlotmann to the Kenton County
Airport Board, with the term expiring on June 30, 2022.

Commissioner Sewell made the motion for approval; seconded by Commissioner Nienaber.
Judge Knochelmann called for a voice vote, and the motion passed unanimously 4-0.
D. Executive Order No.18-49
An Executive Order relating to the Fiscal Court approving the
re-appointment of William Schuler to the Kenton County
Airport Board, with the term expiring on June 30, 2022.

Commissioner Nienaber made the motion for approval; seconded by Commissioner Sewell.
Judge Knochelmann called for a voice vote, and the motion passed unanimously 4-0.

E.

Executive Order No. 18-50
An Executive Order relating to the Fiscal Court approving the
appointment of Dr. Creighton Wright to the Kenton County
Police Merit Board, with the term expiring on March 21, 2022.

Commissioner Sewell made the motion for approval; seconded by Commissioner Nienaber.
Judge Knochelmann called for a voice vote, and the motion passed unanimously 4-0.
F.

Executive Order No. 18-51
An Executive Order relating to the Fiscal Court approving the
re-appointment of Dave Sogar to the Transit Authority of
Northern Kentucky, with the term expiring on July 1, 2022.

Commissioner Draud made the motion for approval; seconded by Commissioner Sewell. Judge
Knochelmann called for a voice vote, and the motion passed unanimously 4-0.
G. Executive Order No.18-52
An Executive Order relating to the Fiscal Court approving the
re-appointment of JerAnn Barnett to the Elsmere Fire District Board,
with the term expiring on June 30, 2021.

Commissioner Nienaber made the motion for approval; seconded by Commissioner Sewell.
Judge Knochelmann called for a voice vote, and the motion passed unanimously 4-0.
H. Executive Order No.18-53
An Executive Order relating to the Fiscal Court approving the
re-appointment of Dr. Shelly Voet and Eva Ballard to the
Northern Kentucky Independent Health District Board of Health,
with the terms expiring on June 30, 2020.

Commissioner Nienaber made the motion for approval; seconded by Commissioner Sewell.
Judge Knochelmann called for a voice vote, and the motion passed unanimously 4-0.
I.

Executive Order No.18-54
An Executive Order relating to the Fiscal Court approving the
re-appointment of Arthur Anderson to the Independence Fire District
Board, with the term expiring on June 30, 2021.

Commissioner Nienaber made the motion for approval; seconded by Commissioner Sewell.
Judge Knochelmann called for a voice vote, and the motion passed unanimously 4-0.
J.

Executive Order No.18-55
An Executive Order relating to the Fiscal Court approving the
re-appointment of Dr. Garry Neltner and JoAnn Lonnemann to the
NKADD Council on Aging, with the terms expiring on June 30, 2020.

Commissioner Draud made the motion for approval; seconded by Commissioner Nienaber.
Judge Knochelmann called for a voice vote, and the motion passed unanimously 4-0.

K. Executive Order No. 18-56
An Executive Order relating to the Fiscal Court approving the
re-appointment of Kimberly Bleser as the Property Owner Elect for
the Elsmere Fire District Board, with the term expiring on June 30, 2021.
No vote is needed for this Executive Order.
L.

Executive Order No. 18-57
An Executive Order relating to the Fiscal Court approving the
re-appointment of Walter Moree to the Kenton Fire District
Board, with the term expiring on June 30, 2021.

Commissioner Sewell made the motion for approval; seconded by Commissioner Nienaber.
Judge Knochelmann called for a voice vote, and the motion passed unanimously 4-0.
M. Executive Order No. 18-58
An Executive Order relating to the Fiscal Court approving the
re-appointment of Peter Vancuren to the Ryland Heights Fire District
Board, with the term expiring on June 30, 2021.

Commissioner Nienaber made the motion for approval; seconded by Commissioner Sewell.
Judge Knochelmann called for a voice vote, and the motion passed unanimously 4-0.
N. Executive Order No. 18-59
An Executive Order relating to the Fiscal Court approving the
re-appointment of Lorne Wolfe to the Piner-Fiskburg Fire District
Board, with the term expiring on June 30, 2021.

Commissioner Sewell made the motion for approval; seconded by Commissioner Nienaber.
Judge Knochelmann called for a voice vote, and the motion passed unanimously 4-0.
0. Executive Order No. 18-60
An Executive Order relating to the Fiscal Court approving the
appointment of Laura Langguth as a full time Call Taker I for the
Emergency Communications Department, with the effective date of

May 30, 2018.
Commissioner Nienaber made the motion for approval; seconded by Commissioner Sewell.
Judge Knochelmann called for a voice vote, and the motion passed unanimously 4-0.
P.

Executive Order No. 18-61
An Executive Order relating to the Fiscal Court approving the lateral
move of Doug Cooper from Dispatcher Supervisor to TAC Coordinator
for the Emergency Communications Department, with the effective date
of June 4, 2018.

Commissioner Sewell made the motion for approval; seconded by Commissioner Nienaber.
Judge Knochelmann called for a voice vote, and the motion passed unanimously 4-0.

Q. Executive Order No. 18-62
An Executive Order relating to the Fiscal Court approving the promotion
of Hayley Williams from a full time Dispatcher I to a full time Dispatcher II
for the Emergency Communications Department, with the effective date
of April 22, 2018.

Commissioner Nienaber made the motion for approval; seconded by Commissioner Sewell.
Judge Knochelmann called for a voice vote, and the motion passed unanimously 4-0.
R.

Executive Order No. 18-63
An Executive Order relating to the Fiscal Court approving the resignation
of Dakota Jones as a part-time Laborer for the Kenton County Parks
Department, with the effective date of April 4, 2018.

Commissioner Nienaber made the motion for approval; seconded by Commissioner Sewell.
Judge Knochelmann called for a voice vote, and the motion passed unanimously 4-0.
S.

Executive Order No. 18-64
An Executive Order relating to the Fiscal Court approving the
reorganization of the Kenton County Animal Shelter.

Beckey Reiter stated that the reorganization of the department mainly consists of six
components. The first three are outlining additional duties that have been given to present
positions or assigning new duties, and clarifying a clear management structure within the
department. A position is being reinstated that was approved by the court in the past, which is
adding a licensed veterinarian technician. This technician will help deal with the medical issues
that are coming into the facility. A full time volunteer coordinator will be added, and this will
allow the shelter to recruit and be more effective with volunteer hours. The last component is to
eliminate two part time positions. This will help offset the cost of the reorganization. The part
time positions are difficult to fill, and keep filled.
Commissioner Sewell asked what the difference is between the Assistant Director and the
Manager?
Ms. Reiter answered that the Shelter Manager is a position that has been at the shelter for a
while, and they only had administrative duties on purchasing in the past. It will allow the
shelter to oversee animal intake, which will be the manager's responsibility. The Assistant
Director will be responsible for movement of the animals in the facility, and will be in charge of
the shelter when she isn't available. This director will be in constant contact with the non-profits
and law enforcement.
Commissioner Sewell asked what the shelter is currently doing without a vet tech?
Ms. Reiter answered that the animals are sent to a veterinarian, which requires transport too. In
the long run this will save the shelter money.
Commissioner Nienaber asked if the $53,000 shown in the cost includes benefits.
Joe Shriver answered that this doesn't include benefits. There will be some potential benefit
costs for the two added positions.

Commissioner Sewell asked if this was in her budget request?
Ms. Reiter answered that it was in her request.
Commissioner Draud made the motion for approval; seconded by Commissioner Nienaber.
Judge Knochelmann called for a voice vote, and the motion passed unanimously 4-0.
T.

Executive Order No.18-65
An Executive Order relating to the Fiscal Court approving the
re-appointment of Kathy Collins to the Kenton County Airport
Board, with the term expiring on June 30, 2022.

Commissioner Nienaber made the motion for approval; seconded by Commissioner Sewell.
Judge Knochelmann called for a voice vote, and the motion passed unanimously 4-0.
Administrative Reporting
Police Department

Chief Spike Jones stated that the QRT team made 3 home visits last week, with a rotating QRT
staff. They were able to counsel three families towards a pathway to recovery. There has been
a shift from heroin to crystal meth, and there are discussions on how to deal with this issue.
Chief Jones thanked the Fiscal Court for the appointment of Dr. Creighton Wright to the Police
Merit Board. Dr. Wright has years of experience, and his leadership will be very valuable.
Also, he thanked Senator McDaniel for shepherding the bill through to save the county money
when rehiring employees for the Police Department.
Lastly, Chief Jones stated that they are currently taking applications to establish a new two year
eligibility list for the County Police Department. That test will be on June 9th , and will be held at
Scott High School. The application can be found online at Kentoncounty.org.
Commissioner Nienaber asked if the accident reconstruction system is being used?
Chief Jones said that they have the handheld system, but they haven't used the larger system
because they are waiting for the back end software to arrive. Also, a big piece of that is based
on the budget that is currently under review for the other half of the system.
Animal Shelter

Beckey Reiter thanked the Fiscal Court for approving the reorganization of the Animal Shelter.
She then stated that there are two capital projects going on at the shelter. One is for a cat
isolation project, and the other is for epoxying the floor.
Ms. Reiter then stated that the dog license renewals came out last week.
Judge Knochelmann stated that he appreciates all of Beckey' shard work at the shelter .

•

External Affairs

John Stanton stated that we are one third of the way into phase two of the Tri-Ed process. As
everyone knows, the local services piece was put on pause when Pat Wingo left. The state has
elected to revamp its entrepreneurship and technology initiative (Kentucky Innovation
Network), so they are undergoing an overhaul of that program. As a result, we have folded our
entrepreneurship efforts into the efforts at Tri-Ed. The first meeting of that working group is
this week.
Mr. Stanton then stated that he is meeting with Wade Williams on Thursday about site
readiness. Work continues with the consultant out of Dallas, and he expects a report to be
ready for the court in July. Patrick Henshaw reports regularly on the tech and knowledge based
economic development, and the grant application was submitted for a 13 county regional effort
on agricultural economic development. There were letters of support from Senator Paul and
Senator McConnell and Congressman Massie. It is in the hands of the USDA now for
consideration and review.
Mr. Stanton then stated that the Bourbon Tourism Initiative website went live on Thursday,
May 24th . They will begin full scale advertising for this initiative, and a report will be available
soon.
Mr. Stanton then stated that there will be information forthcoming on the Office of Drug
Control Policy in the next thirty days or so. Also, work is still being done to gather data on the
homelessness issue. He had the opportunity to take a group of people over to the Shelterhouse
in Cincinnati. Many may remember the Drop In Center in Over the Rhine. The Shelterhouse is
the evolution of the Drop In Center. It is a stunning enterprise to see.
Mr. Stanton then stated that work continues with Commissioner Draud and others on what he
calls the Gateway Project. They submitted three grant applications for opportunities that would
help enhance the quality of the new administration building without using public dollars.
Commissioner Draud stated that the committee agreed on three potential names for the new
building, and he would like this to be discussed and brought back to the Fiscal Court. He
would like to see a creative name be used.
Commissioner Sewell asked what is going on with the opportunity zones?
Mr. Stanton answered that he isn't the best person to explain the financial benefits on the
opportunity zones. He can say that Kenton County should be pleased by the census tracts. The
Commonwealth of Kentucky was permitted to designate 144 census tracts as opportunity zones.
This carries pretty substantial tax benefits for the reinvestment of capital gains. The Catalytic
Fund coordinated a regional application towards those 144 zones. Proportionately, we
probably received our fair share. Boone County and Kenton County largely got the census
tracts that they were interested in, but Campbell County wasn't as happy. The hope is that in
the marketing of the tax benefits and the financing benefits, it will serve as an incentive for the
redevelopment and development of properties within those distressed census tracts. There are
questions about the legislation itself that won't be filled in until the regulations are released.
Commissioner Sewell asked what the timeframe will be?

Mr. Stanton answered that he believes that it is a ten year timeframe.
Emergency Communications

Steve Hensley stated that they met with the City of Erlanger this afternoon, and everyone is
excited for the merger. There is a lot of training going on, as Erlanger's dispatch staff has been
at the Kenton County Center. Erlanger's Police and Fire will be coming for some CAD training
in the near future. The meeting for subscriber units for radios was last week, and the prices
came in very favorable. A considerable amount of money will most likely be saved.
Mr. Hensley then stated that Paul See has been working on the three tower sites, and one has
proven to be more problematic. Duke Energy is assisting in clearing some trees and vegetation
to help develop the Devou site. Also, the 911 telephone system contract was awarded to a
vendor, and the information will be forthcoming.
Mr. Hensley then welcomed Commissioner Nienaber to the Emergency Communications
Board.
Judge Knochelmann thanked Mr. Hensley for stepping up and taking on this temporary role.
He appreciates the teamwork.
County Attorney's Report

County Attorney Stacy Tapke had nothing to report.
Commissioners' Reports
Commissioner Jon Draud

Commissioner Draud had nothing to report.
Commissioner Beth Sewell

Commissioner Sewell had nothing to report.
Commissioner Joe Nienaber

Commissioner Nienaber had nothing to report.
Judge/Executive's Report

Judge Knochelmann stated that we have an active engagement with all of the Secretaries. The
Governor's team has been extremely responsive, and has been willing to talk to us about
everything.
Judge Knochelmann then stated that there is a working group that is continuing the discussion
regarding homelessness. The group is made up of non agency people. The real foundation that
they are working on is the data piece, and they are making progress.
Commissioner Draud asked if the plan is to officially adopt the Fiscal Court's goals that were
discussed in the planning session?

Judge Knochelmann answered that the goals could be presented to the court.
Executive Session
A. Pursuant to KRS 81.810(1)(c) relating to proposed litigation against Kenton County
relating to employment at the detention center and proposed litigation against
Kenton County relating to employment at the communications center.

Commissioner Draud made the motion for approval of Executive Session; seconded by
Commissioner Nienaber. Judge Knochelmann called for a voice vote, and the motion passed
unanimously 4-0.
Commissioner Nienaber made the motion for approval to return from the Executive Session;
seconded by Commissioner Sewell. Judge Knochelmann called for a voice vote, and the motion
passed unanimously 3-0.

Authorize the execution of a Settlement/Release of all claims with former Detention Center
employee Mike Jones for an amount not to exceed $32,000.00.
Commissioner Sewell made the motion for approval; seconded by Commissioner Nienaber.
Judge Knochelmann called for a voice vote, and the motion passed unanimously 3-0.

Ratify the official 30 day notice of termination of Tommy Thompson's employment contract
with the Kenton County Fiscal Court dated May 17, 2018.
Commissioner Nienaber made the motion for approval; seconded by Commissioner Sewell.
Judge Knochelmann called for a voice vote, and the motion passed unanimously 3-0.
Adjournment

Having completed all business before the Court, Commissioner Sewell offered a motion to
adjourn which was seconded by Commissioner Nienaber. Judge Knochelmann requested a
voice vote whereupon all members present voted in the affirmative with a 3-0 vote.
Text for all proposed and recently passed ordinances may be acquired by accessing the Fiscal
Court web page at http://www.kentoncounty.org or by contacting the administrative offices at
859.392.1400.
CLERK CERTIFICATION

I, Sue J. Kaiser, having been appointed to the office of Fiscal Court Clerk, do hereby certify that
this is a true and accurate record of the actions taken by the Kenton County Fiscal Court at the
meeting of May 29, 2018.

~ia:~,X:x:u.m ~
Fiscal Court Clerk

